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WHAT’S  
HAPPENING 
ON FARM THIS 
MONTH?
• Pregnancy testing

• Spore count monitoring

• Zinc supplementation

• Autumn herd dry off
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PURCHASE FACE-GUARD 
AND GO IN THE DRAW TO 
WIN A $7000 VOUCHER* 

FROM HUNTING 
& FISHING

Second Prize: $3000 Voucher 
+2 bonus $500 Vouchers!

Visit faceguard.co.nz to enter
*For a limited time. See in-store for details.

 RHONA FRASER

SPORE COUNTING FOR SUCCESS
Spore counting is the best tool we have to determine when to target our 
zinc management program to prevent Facial Eczema.

Our MVS monitor farms will be 
starting in January. Once these spore 
counts trend up towards 20,000 
spores/gram, we encourage you to 
start spore counting on your own 
farm. The cost of zinc for an average 
farm is $160 a week at full rates. 
By checking the spore count levels 
on your farm you can tailor your 
management strategies, meaning in 
some cases you may be able to stay on 
half rates for longer. This translates 
to less expense and with less of the 
negative effects associated with 
prolonged zinc use in cows. 

Once zinc treatment is started, 
checking your management program 
is working is important and there are 
a number of ways to do this. Taking 
10-15 blood samples for serum zinc 

3-6 weeks after being on full rates 
gives a good indication of protection. 

We have found that the more control 
you have over the zinc administered 
to each individual cow, the more 
likely it is you will achieve sufficient 
protection. Boluses and drenching 
gives the most reliable results, 
whereas water supplementation and 
pasture spraying are less dependable. 
Adding zinc to the feed falls 
somewhere in between the above 
methods.

To promote and encourage farmers 
to monitor their farms, we are 
offering spore counting for $65 per 
four samples submitted on one day – 
saving $21.

Contact the clinic on 888 8197 for 
more details. 

Facial Eczema time is now. Are you ready?
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  GROWTH RAINFALL SOIL TEMP APC BMSCC

   December 2019 62Kg DM/day 82mm 21°C 2196Kg DM 138,000

   December 2018 80Kg DM/day 70mm 20°C 2614Kg DM 137,000

 GRANT FRASER

SHOULD YOU BE THINKING ABOUT OAD?
Once a day (OAD) milking in the heat of summer is becoming a routine option for a lot of farmers. We are constantly 
asked for our opinion on OAD as a coping method for feed shortages and heat stress. The key points are:

1. You need to have at least 10 days 
worth of feed in front of you if you 
want to go OAD. 

Not having sufficient feed means 
you change routine plus reduce the 
amount of Dry Matter and/or 
Protein in the diet. Cows will be 
more inclined to reduce their 
volume of milk and increase their 
somatic cell count, leading  
to early dry off.

2. Somatic cell counts can 
suddenly double following OAD, 
meaning OAD is not an option 
in herds with higher BMSCC. 

Typically the BMSCC will settle 
down over a week to a level  
10-20% higher than before.

3. By milking OAD in the 
morning, you avoid having animals 
walking and standing on the yards 
in the heat of the day. 

This reduces heat stress which 
reduces Dry Matter Intake, feed 
conversion efficiency and can lead 

to increased rates of other diseases 
(pneumonia etc). On twice a day 
you can gain similar heat avoidance 
benefits by bringing afternoon 
milkings forward by a few hours.

4. Expect a drop in production of 
approximately 10%. 

You can minimise this loss by 
maintaining Dry Matter and Protein 
intakes at the pre-OAD levels. This 
can be difficult to achieve as a key 

driver for going OAD is often a lack of 
quality feed options.

5. OAD cows spend less energy on 
walking. 

Reducing walking by 1Km 
a day on a flat farm saves 3 
MJME or about 1/3 Kg Grass per 
cow. On steep hill country it is 
closer to 6 MJME. On large or 
hilly farms this is a significant 
saving, but on many smaller 
flat local farms the savings can 
be less than you think.

6. In-shed fed cows on OAD 
only get 1/2 the time to eat meal. 
If you are using in-shed feeders, 
then you have to consider that 
the cows are only going to be 
fed OAD as well. Can they 

physically eat enough food in the 
time that you are milking them?

7. Consider getting rid of cull cows 
earlier as another option.

Often this is a more beneficial way of 
dealing with feed shortages.

MATAMATA FARM STATISTICS

 GREG JARRATT

NEW BULL TESTING EQUIPMENT HAS ARRIVED
Historically, it was standard practice to perform Bull Breeding Soundness Examinations (BSEs) on service bulls prior to 

joining with the herd. It was not uncommon to find as many as 20% of bulls tested to be unfit for use as service bulls.

While we believe this figure hasn’t 
changed over time, testing has 
certainly declined on a number 
of farms.

Based on mating records from the 
past few years we believe there are 
now a greater number of local herds 
affected by ‘sub fertile’ bulls.  

These herds tend to have 
reasonable 6 week In Calf Rates but 
disappointingly high empty rates.

Because of this, we have gone 
back to the drawing board and 
thoroughly researched the best gear 
available. This exercise has led us 
to invest in brand new ‘state of the 

art’ equipment, allowing us to more 
reliably collect semen for evaluation. 

As a result, we will again be 
recommending BSEs to our farmers 
for their service bulls prior to 
breeding time. 

Watch this space.


